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RT IC LES 8 of religion frame * 
accepted, and eſtahliſhed 
national church, and fs by 
the power of the ciuil magiſſrais, 
. upon the minds of the members af 
ſuch —.— an awful idea of its wiſdom and 
authority ; and, under abſolute. monarchies, 
ally introduce unlimited tyranny on one 
hand — flaviſh ſubmiſſion and Bupid i igua- 
rance on the other: and the principal reaſon 
why many of the inferior clergy of the 
church of England are ſtill fond of intrg- 
ducing a deſpotic civil government, ſeems to 
be, that a diſſent from eftabliſhed doctrines 
may become liable to a double. proſecution, 
——— from the fate, and the other from 
the diſcipline of the church ; this having 
been always the caſe in the reigns of thoſe 
kings who 2 to —— themſelyes 
abſolute. Inſtances of this perſecuting ſpirit 


6 in the reigns of H Chorle the ff 
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3 (2) | 
and Charles the ſecond; and durin — latter 
part of the reign of queen Anne, ben 
clergy, with Sacheuchel at their grew 
very inſolent, in hopes of a ſecond revolu- 
tion, or, as they 2 called it, a H 
ration; the ſucceſs of which would have 
leſt us no other religion but popery, no other 
liberty but flavery, nor any other property, 
but what was conſiſtent with the capricious 
bumeur, the real or imaginary. wants of the 
reigning prince. Such are the effects of the 
Por inciples of toryiſm ! from which we are 
ppily delivered under the mild and auſpi- 
cious government of the nos oH Hano- 
VER. Every man has now an acknowleged 
right to judge for bimſelſ in matters which 
concern his everlaſting happineſs, and is not 
obliged: to receive thi! unſcriptural doctrines 
of an ignorant or  bigotted priefthood ; he mag 
read his BIBLE in the mother tongue, 
expound it according to ſenſe and reaſon, 
and not, according to the groſs perverſions 
which have been formerly obtruded by an 
uſurping pope and a temporizing clergy. 
Every ſubject of king GeoRGE, who does 
not diſturb the ſtate, may ſit under his 
e Own vine, and under his own n fig-ttee, 
without the fear of a Bonner, a Gardiner, 
a Laud, a Manwaring, a Sybiborp, a Sa- 
cheverel, and a Gibſon, | to enſnare his life, 


alienate his property, and uſurp the ſacred 


rights of conſcience. The dignified dw 


3) 


are now become as warm in the prvrecrion 
of the ſubjects rights, as their decent 
were furious in the invaſion and deſtruction 
of them ; ſo much is the face of govern- 
ment altered in this nation, © O happy na- 
don] ruled by a prince, who has no intereſt 
dftin# from that of his people ; who would 
even remit the prerogatives of the crown, 
for the advantage of his ſubjects; and Whö, 
port principle, ounces all clan of furiſ 
diction over the conſciences of men, and thinks 
they haveè a natural right to worſhip GOD 


in the matiner moſt conformable to the | 


tes of their” own underſtatidings. 


4 The creed of St | Ane, ir its arial, 
very nearly reſembles the Mabometans in- 
n of the ſepulehre, Athanaſius hav- 
ing formed it ſome hundred years after his 
death. He was biſhop of Alexandria; about 
the year of our Lord 348 and being farned 
for piety and learning, the monks and other 

popiſh ectlefraſtics,” in conformity to that fun- 
. — principle of their church, « that 
© there is no religion, where there is no 
4 * might cafily ſuppoſe, that the 
very name of St. Athanafius would be ſuffi- 
cient to ſani#;fy nonſenſe, and give credit 
to contradictions. Indeed it is not much 
to be wondered at, that the Aubanaſſan 
em ſhould be readily embraced by the 
members of a church, in which foppiſh 
B 2 ſuper- 


5 a 

ſuperſtition is accounted ſerious: re 
furjous zcal profound knowledge, * 
ignorance the mother of devotion; having 
the underſtanding 3 being 1 

vum the,life f GOD, through the ignorance 
1 is in — becauſe of 2 their 
heart: but, ſurely, PRoTEstanTs have nor . 
learned CHRIST. Eph. tv. 18, 20. They 
pretend to own Ixsus CnRIST alone as the 
ſupreme head of the chriſtian church; they 
read and preach his goſpel, which. he has 
left upon record, as. a compleat rule of 


faith and practice to his diſciples and fol- 


lowers; and, conſequently, ought carefally 
to obſerve that pathetical caution, Col. 11. 8. 
Beware, left any man ſpoil you through philo- 
ſophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of | the world, and 
not after Cux is r. It highly becomes bear 
TEST AN TS, who have rejected the 

errors of the Romaniſts, and 1 hg 
their church, to purge out the old leaven, 
and adhere ftrictly to the purity. of the 
goſpel ; and not ſuffer it to be mixed and 
interwoven with creeds and confeſſions of 
human compoſition; but, like the noble 
BxREAxNs, 70 ſearch the ſeriptures whether 


\#hefe things were fb : for even ſacred truth 


itſelf cannot 'convince a rational mind, till 


the mind diſcovers that it is truth. We 


might have been papiſts ſtill, upon the 
. of FHmplicit faich; and how: far that 


enemy 


(s) 

enemy to truth continues ſtill to keep 
footing amongſt vaſt numbers of PROTES- 
TANTS, who profeſs no other faith but 
that which is preſcribed by the church, is 
ſad and melancholy to conſider: which 
leads me to enquire, as I propo poſed, * how 
far the articles of the church: of England, 
« and the creed aſcribed to St. Athanaſius, 
« are conſiſtent with, and ny by 
Ke doch abe en 


| In the SIXTH ARTICLE, itis ſaid; « Holy 
* ſcripture containeth all things neceſſary to 
tie ſalvation ; ſo that whatſoever is not read 
* therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
te not. tobe required of any man, that it ſhould 
* be believed. as an article of faith, or be 
* er ee or er fo N 


. And the EIGHTH. ARTICLE runs thus; 

te The three creeds, Nice creed, ATHA- 

te nASIUs. creed, and that which. is com- 

* monly called the Apos r LES creed, ought 

5 throughly to be received and believed; for 

they may be proved by Ry 
5 rants of Nel ſeripmaes,” 1 


That the firſt reformers were finceorly 

— and holy men, and that they were 
great and fhiving lights in the age in which 
they lived, is not to be queſtioned ; but 
chat they pretended to a ſpirit of iNFALLI- 
B 3 BILITY, 
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BILITY; their diſſent from the chu of 


rn is a nen A; N n 


And if they, and all the vroteſlnat R 


Jallible, and yet required, under penal ſanc- 
tions, ſubſcriptions to articles of human in- 
vention, in which there is no pretence to 
infallibility, the Pop himſelf has evidently 
the advantage of Proteſtants : for the Porr 
requires ſubmiſſion to his decrees upon no 
other foundation but his mfal/zbi/ity only; 
but they, upon a profeſſed fallibility. It i _ 
ſurely, very abſurd contradictory for 

number of men to ſay, * It is true, we — 
« fallible as well as yourſelves; but not- 
ff. withſtanding our fallibility, we require 
c you to believe juſt as we do.” But as it 
is impoſſible, without light and evidence, 
to compel a rational mind to believe or diſ- 
believe; it may be eaſily gueſſed, how much 


the impoſing eee has 2 mn pages 


of knowleage and religian. 


Where creeds and e ans. are ei- 
cher not ſufficiently ſuppotted by ſcripture, 
or are contradictory to it, have been made 
the —— of an orthodox faith, by an 
ignorant or deſigning prieſthood the le 
who hood- wink po own eyes, n of 
ppening them to o be * by the rays 


of 


des their time, ones \ themſelves 


* 
* 
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TP 
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ful ignorance; and, whether prieſt, or 


N {1 
of goſpel truth, involve themſelyes in 1. 


le, muſt fall under thoſe — 4 v 
GOD has denounced againſt this fin ; Hase 
Iv. 6. My 9 ed for lack of 
—— becauſe thou haſt rejected know - 


| ledge, I will alſo reject the, that: thou ſhalt. 


be no prieſt to me. Luke 11. 52. Wo unto 
you lawyers,. for ye have taken away the key 
of knowledge: ye — not in yourſelves; 
and them that were entering in, ye. hindered, 
Ignorance and. zeal, are generally firmly 
united ; but zeal, without knowledge, has, 
in all ages, been the bane and nnen 
* nen. | 


oe the SIXTW/ ARTICLE of the.churh, of 
England, above recited, it is ſaid ; · What- 
* ſoever is not read in the boly ſerifture, nor 
ie may be -froved thereby, is not to be re- 

ee quired of any man, that it ſhould. be be- 
« {reved as an . of the faith and the 
apoſtle Paul confirms this doctrine in his 
epiſtle to the Romans x1v. 5. Let every man 
be fully perſuaded in bis own. mind. The 
—— and the apoſtle, are here exactly 
agreed; that the faith of a cnRISTIAx, 
does not at all depend upon the faith of 
the church, but merely open: the rene 
of eee. e i863 ; 4 
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* The Am e afſorts;” e 
ee the threr krrri of Nite; the of __ 
4 that called Athanafuts 'ereed, ought to be 
<&Yhronghly ##t#ford and Pele; and 


ives this as tlie agen of teceleing ad bes 
eving them, that they may be by 
ker wr rants 'of "feriptu we br 

19: S&T 1311? 
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gp en more Ging to ae yy; 
than tv the veritity of our ecclefiaftics, that 
the common people are perſuaded" to be- 
lieve, that the ArvsTLts were the com- 
pilers of that creed, which goes under their 
name. It is boldly aſſerted, that the Apo- 
ſtles, after having received the holy ghoſt, 
and before they left Jeruſalem,” met toge- 

ther; and, in order to preſerve the unity of 
that' doctrine they were to preach to man- 
kind; agreed upon a certain ſymbol of — 
before they ſeparated to the ſeveral parts 

6f the globe to which the ſpirit of GOD 
ſhould fend them; which was to be à per- 
petual rule of Faith and doctrine, both to 
themſelves and thoſe whom they were to 
tech. But had this fact been true, either 
St. Lux muſt have been ignorant of it; 
which cannot be ſuppoſed or we" muſt 
conclude he was 'a very bad hiſtorian, to 
omit," in a ſummary of the acts of the holy 
AposTLs, an event of ſuch vaſt impor- 
© kance, 


(9) 
tance, It is alſo not ſuppoſeable, that the 
antient fathers, who aſſembled frequently 
in ſynods and councils, whenever any die- 
rences aroſe amongſt them, would have 
omitted referring to this creed, as the baſis 


ano ſtandard of their. canons: and decrees, 
ny ſuch creed had been then extant : 


and 'befides, it was near four hundred 

after the death of CHRIS, before this creed 
was ever heard of; all which makes it more 
than probable, that the Are, were not 


the compoſers of it. 


Bot further, if this creed was really ed 
by. the Apoſtles themſelves for theie owt 
and their ſucceſſors uſe, then, not only all 
chriſtians, would haye agreed in the articles 
of it, but there would have been no occa- 
ſion to frame any other creed; as all new 
creeds muſt have been non- apgſtolical, and 
of no original authority; whereas the church, 
in her sIxTEH ARTICLE, injoins the uſe of 
the Nicene creed alſo as of equal authority 
with the Apoſtles'! creed; and it is reaſon- 
able to think, either that the three hundred 
and eighteen holy fathers and biſhops, who, 
to make a creed, aſſembled at Nice. from 
all parts of the chriſtian world, looked upon 
the Apoſtles' creed as deficient or erroneaus; 
or that there was no ſuch creed in being; 

or that thoſe holy penmen were not be- 
lieved to be the authors of it. 


But 


(1) 
7 1131-390"; allo Vid d. 2 
_ me; fats of - caſe: i 18 3 that 
when ever a doctrine was eſpouſed by any 
man, ot body of men, which the biſhops, 
or leading men in the church, looked upon 
to he a dangeraus innovation, erroneous or 
beretical; it was common for them to aſ- 
ſemhle, and add a nem article to this creed. 
in direct «ppaltion., a. * — 
ical opinions. 110614335 
S613 IC 9151336 NIH! $1090 961 £5 
Indeed, it has non. the — practice 
of the doctors of the church, to give pom- 
pus: titles: to- canons and decrees, in order 
to impreſe the minds of the people with 
a-higher notion of their authority 3 of this 
ſorts as well as the creed of the Apoſtles, 
is that creed alſo, which is dignified, with 
the name of St. Aubanaſius. I ſhall, there - 
fore, now enter upon an honeſt diſquiſition, 
hoy far this creed aſcribed to St. Adhenalius; is 
conſonant to the articles f ibe church of” 
England above recited; and alſo. how far, 
with 1 Ro ta the Principal ſubject of it, 
the doctrine of a TRINITY, it is, conſiſtent. 
with the Nin declarations of the New Tat 
tament. 
OI eiii s JO DIVy15 48 4 
It. ought not to el that — 
and confeſſions of faith, are. ſo; far uſeful, 
ae give ſuch a comprehenſive view of 


ſcripture doctrines, as a weak mind cannot 


ſo 


were Who have made uſe of them. In what 


(17) 

fo eafily collect for itſelf : but ſtill, recourſe 
muſt be had to the la and to the ri a 
as the teſt of the orthodoxy of ſuch cr 

before they can be received as a "66 
ſeripture truths; every man being required, 
as well by the article of the church, as by the 
canon o to be unde in 
his who, before he — — 
as an article of his faith. Believin 4 the 
church believes, is therefore no" faith at all; 
either in the ſenſe of the fixth article of the 
church or of St. Paur; but only in 
the abfirat, propagated with a view to keep 
men in ignorance. And indeed if we con- 
ſider the ambiguous and unintelligible terms, 
which the — doctors of the church have 
made uſe of to explain their notions of the 
Trinity; we ſhall be as much at a loſs to 
fix ideas to them, as the writers themſelves 


reſpect wiſer are the unlearned, who are 
the bulk of the people; by the terms, pre- 
dicamental ſublance, and metaphyſical entity; 
numerical, generical, and ſpecifical identiißñ; 
and a vaſt number of e erna equally 
unintelligible? - © | 


One great deſign of the ſcriptures, 2 0 to 
inſtruct mankind, what they are to believe 
concerning GOD: and whats the learned 
ren off ſeripture, or the Athanafian creru- 

makers, 


(1) 
makers; or the late furious d:/piutants about 


| the dactrine of the Trinity, have not all ra- 


ther ob/irufed than promoted that great de- 
fign, let. their. e e des Ned 


hints 24 7} 3 $3 
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That ihew i is a a faßt cane which we call 
600, the light of nature ſufficiently demon- 
Arates ; and that there. is but ons GOD, ta 
whom ſupreme worthip: is to be directed, 
may, I think, be fully demonſtrated, both 
from reaſon and revelation: for if there are 
aur POL than one, they muſt be . 
rees of perfection, either 


jo ory Now a ſelf-exifent Being 


ped of no accidents, as he mult neceſſarily 


ud poſſeſſed of infinite perfection; and it is 

that there can be any thing acci- 
40. to ſuch a Being, accidents being pe- 
culiar to Beings of limited powers only: 


and if they differ eſſentially, the one Laſt 


have ſome degree of being or 

which the other wants ; but any de wan ficiency, 
or degree of imperfection, found in the one, 
that is not to be found in the other; muſt 
neceſſarily involve in it an idea of the ſupe- 
riority of one to the other; and prove, that 


they are not both equally and abſolutely per- 


feli; and, conſequently, that there is but one 
ſelf-exiſtent, and abſolutely perfect Brio... 


S 9 3 4 4 9 * ; 
A But 


tn) 

Bur as Wang does not convey equally 
forcible conviction to every mind, it may 
be proper to enforce this argument by the 
declarations which Jzsus Cur1sT has 
made of himſelf, and by the doctrine of his 


Apoſtles concerning bim. n 


[ Pp 
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But ts this enquiry, 1 A by no means 
be underitood, in the leaſt to detract from 
the honour of the Gctortous Reperms'; 
Whoſe tender and compaſſionate regards for 
mankind, juſtly intitle him to the higheſt 
returns of love and gratitude z and to ſuck 
exalted degrees of praiſe and glory as'we 
are Capable of aſcribing conſiſtently with that 
ſupreme” degree of — and honour, fear and 
duty, which we owe to Gop the Farnxx, 
and which he has reſerved folely to himſelf 
having declared, that he is jealous of his 
honour, ' and will not give ors oe hr 
nnch 6 4 


F ; AU WO 4353's nn. 

Thoſe e tis 'contemit ronfolt 
and all arguments founded upon it, which 
tend to prove any theſis in divinity, and re- 
fer to revelation only; will not, ſurely, be 
diſpleaſed to have the docirine of the TRI. 
NITY examined with and compared by re- 
velation: and I ſhall produce a few texts 
both from the Old and New Teſtament, in 
order 


414) 

order to ſet this doctrine in a clear light; 
firſs,” becauſe what is revealed in ſtripxüre, 

is revealed for our contemplarion; and fs 
condiy, becauſe: it is abſolutely "ne6eſſary 
that every worſhiper ſhould be fully ai 
in the proper object of his- worſhip; for if 
he pays that worſhip which is due te the 
SUPREME BEING, to any other, he may be 


as guilty of idolmry as the papiſts them- 
ſelves, or even as the moſt barous' na- 


tions. | 
Tao VV) ral 203 Bas tl ei it eg 
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That the eurkxrkiz Gov: is'a Being of 
Se perfection, is not to be -doubted'; 
and reaſon are firmly united in 
ort of the truth of this fundamental ar- 
ticle of all religion: and whatever Being is 
not poſſeſſed of ' abGlute per, cannot 
be this $0PRE u. Go; nor !ought" to be 
worſhiped as ſuchi” And as we aſcribe no 
per ſonal. properties to che Derry; but ſuch 
as are properties of perfection only, we 
aſcribe it to GOD the Fa THRER as f pro- 
of perfection that he is wnbirorten; 
and” we ſay, what is conſiſtento both with 
reaſon and ſcripture," when we ſay; that this 
property is poculia to the FATHER and, 
conſequently,” that the So and Spixfr, 
being neither of them poſſeſſed of this _ 
are ene e ils re Won 


11 tl. er urn 2 5 161% 
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Agein, If the Son. is he autumn Ove 
it is aſeribed to him as a peculiar property 
of perfection, that he is begorten; of which 
property, 60D the Fans. is deſtitute; 
low, as being begotten and u are 
not only diſtinct, but directly oppoſite prin- 
ciples ; At the FaTHER and the Son; 


are poſſeſſed of an "Ppofic pringighs ok 


perfection. ee 19 50 $1 
Ahe nat 
Again, it is ſaid, that the HearrOneds 


proceeds from the Fa ruxx and the S0 
and if be is the suPpREM R. Go, this muſt 
be aſeribed to him as a peculiar property of 
perfection, of Which, both the Fa rurg 
— the Sow are deſiztute. . So that every 
one of the three perſons have one property: 
of perfectian aſcribed to him, as his peculiar 
and diſtinguiſbing property: aok 1 
Which mp nen TO * 
— vin 
"Now in Ada to diſcover:) more A d 
the force. of this argument, and to under- 
Nand the declarations of the Old and New 
Teſtament, it will be neceſſary to oonſider 
What we mean by the word PRRSON in the 
Trinity. That the three perſons are three 
diſtinct Miss, and conſequently three di- 
tinf# PERSONS; appears evident from this; 
_ +a of the three perſons has a 


felf- 


| ( 16 ) 

fot If-conſci ouſneſs of A own, diſtinct from the 
other: the Fa THER has a conſciouſneſs, 
whereby he knows himſelf to be the Fa- 
THER, and not the Sox; and the Sox, in 
like manner, has a ſelf-conſciouſneſs that 
he is the Sow; and neither the Farkzx 
nor the Hol GrosT, Cc. And it is alto- 
gether inconceivable, that if they are not 
three di/in# perſons, how there can be any 
TRINITY at Mt; for otherwiſe, they would 
be only a Trinity of names, modes and rela- 
tions, in one ſingle effence, which woald not 
convey to us, any idea of @ Trinity of dif- 
tinct peryors ;* and, conſequently, i the aſſer- 
tion of the Athanaſian creed, tllat there 
* are three * 4 in — ene : would 
— 2 "—_ 427 $444 1+ $4 of 


Indeed; if enden 4 atv of that 
ator} though every one, according to its 
ſevere determination, mult either | believe it 
Faithfully, or be cannot be ſaved, we ſhall 
find-in'5t ſome things hard to underſtand : 
but as creeds are, or to be, the fun- 
damentals of religion, it might be expected 
that the creed - makers would ſuit them to 
the conceptions of vulgar capacities, that 
every man might diſcover their conſiſtency 
with ſcripture revelation; ſor till the creed 
is found to be ſupported by the word of 
Gop, contained in the BI BAZ, the fixth 


article 


hy 
artith declares, © It is not to be requi 
t of any man, that it ſhould be belie 
© 4g — of the faith“: obſerve the 
emphaſis, I 3s not to be required of any man; 
that is, he is not bound to believe becauſe 
the church believes, but he muſt have a 
full cumuictium in his own mind, before ite is 
. of bim to — at — 5 


. * 


The ae . that «.weare to worſhip 
« ons God in Trinity, and Trinity in anity; 
neither confounding the perſons, nor di- 
e viding the ſubſlance: for there is one per- 
on — the FATHER; another of — irrt 
.. 50 another of the HoLY Gnosr cyt 

HOW * . 144 * ; 

| Now if [ have given 4 true Geliaition of * 
word PERSON, (p. I 5) Ion, I cannot diſcover 
how / we can avoid confounding the perſons, 
without dividing the ſubſtance: for it is to 
me utterly inconceivable how three diftind 
perſons, diſtinguiſhed from each other by a 

1 ſhould only have one and 
the fame inuidiſible ſubſlance amongſt them 
all: and as far as I am able to judge, if 
they are all one ſubſtance, it will admit of 
"ſome difficulty to make it plainly appear, 
that hoy are tbree Aline perſons. „ V9 


+ Again; IF Ges the- Father is Ailed Fa- 
Turk, 8 Rm Aa relation to the 


Sox, 
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Son, 1 
doch e qualiy | eternal, and that among the 


three perſons 1 is ore or after another. 


Again, the þ proceſſion run of the  HoLy GrosT, 
which is by hi FRY ned as his d:/tin- 
guiſhing property, might alſo be 1 1 
the Sox, if we can. 6 =. What ou 
viour himſelf ſays, John v111. 42. 
ceeded forth and came from 60D; 00 6A 
it may be ſaid,” as well of the! Son, as of 
the HpLx GuosrT, that he proceeds :. 
words wt High follow in the ſame verſe, ſeem 
to 2 me en tween the ns 
eſty an of the-FaTHER, co 
h the lan as there muſt be Fine 
of ſuperiority i in him that ſends, . over him 
that is ent; though the Athanaſian creed- 
makers. have lord: wn their 92 . yn 
their majeſty co-eternal”. N 


Again, I would aſk FEM who Gol any 
worſhip to the Redeemer, whether grati 
tude is worſhip? that it is, when. offered 
up to Gop the Father for benefits received, 
1 make n doubt: and as the ſincereſt 
titude is due to our Lord and Saviour 


Cbriſt, for the ineſtimable advantages As 
Go the Father was pleaſed, in and through 
Vim, to confer upon a finfyl; world ;- — 
next N 18, oc Wau to the 


Redeemer 


This 


— 1 19 ) 
emer is worſhip? which I ſhall leave 
be diſputed by 13 whoſe pro- 
| rovince It is. 8 2-05 OE \- 


wt 
5 
W. 


eſs arg pear to me reaſbna- 

but as reaſon — numbers of ſerious 

„ looked upon as a faculty of lit- 

r no uſe in religion, Aron 
in N vindication. N 


m the aber; but both are 3 
; or rather, if they are ſeparated, 
are both deftroyed. "Reaſon is the 
of the univerſe, the very choiceſt 
g which Gop has We upon 
rind; for no other benefit; however 
. could be either diſcovered or at- 


dged, without reaſon.” Even re- 

n itſelf preſuppoſes the powers of rea- 

for, otherwiſe, it might as* well be 

:d to a horſe, as to a man: to what 

xe ſhould the preacher explain his 

or how could the hearer diſcover the 

of his doctrine, without 5 _ & and 
eee An ha 

How furpriving i is * nan; = Fus. 2 

tended teachers give us as frightful ideas of 

reaſon, as they would do of the Devil -himiſelf! 

C 2 they 
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Son, it is difficult to conceive how they are 
both equally eternal, and that among * 
three perſons none is 22 or after another. 


Again, the proceſſion of the Hol x Grosr, 
which is by this creed alli ned as his d:/tin- 
guiſhing pro erty, might alle be aſcribed to 
the Sox, if we can, believe what our Sor 
viour himſelf ſays, John v111. 42. 1 
ceeded fotth and.came from, GOD';. fo 5 
it may be ſaid, as well of the Son, as of 
the Horx Gnosr, that he proceeds :...the 
words which follow in the ſame yerſe, ſeem 
to 9 2 me KF between the ma- ag 

eity an O S FATHER, com 

- ard the S 8083 as there muſt be e ig 
of ſuperiority in him that ſends, over him 
that is 1 76 though the Athanaſian creeg- 
makers. have aſſerted, their 1 5 equal, 
their majeſty co-eterna]”., 


Again, I would aſk thoſe 8 Fr any 
worſhip to the Redeemer, whether grati- 
tude is worſhip? that it is, when offered 
up to Gop the F ather for benefits received, 
I make no doubt: and as the ſincereſt gra- 
ritude is due to our Lord and Saviour Tefus 
Chriſt, for the ineſtimable advantages Which 
Gop the Father was pleaſed, in and through 
him, to confer upon a finfyl world ;+ rhe 


next «noſes. is, babe gratitude. to th 
r 


9. 
which I ſhall leave 
nen whoſe * 


Nedsenber: is worſh . 


to be diſputed by 
per an N .. 


0 Theſe arg pear to me debe 
ble; but as reaſon N. numbers of ſerious 
Chriſtians, looked upon as a faculty of lit- 
tle or no uſe in religion, I beg le to iy 
N in her vindication. 11 


Underſtanding wy reaſon are ſo nearly 
'connedted, that the one cannot be ſepara- 
ted from the other, but both are rendered 
uſeleſs; or rather, if they are ſeparated, 
they are both deſtroyed. Reaſon .is the 
ory of the univerſe, the very choiceſt 
'bleffing which Gop has . upon 
mankind; for no other benefit, however 
great, could be either diſcovered or at- 
knowledged, without reaſon. Even re- 
velation itſelf preſuppoſes the powers of rea- 
fon ; for, otherwiſe, it might as well be 
offered to a horſe, as to a man: to what 

poſe ſhould the preacher explain his 
| þ 1's or how could the hearer diſcover the 
truth of his doctrine, e on 5; e and 
aſſiſtance of reaſon? | | 


| How A is it then, Be US. FI 
tended teachers give us as frightful ideas of 
reaſon, as they would do of the Devil himſelf! 
C 3 they 
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They! load! it with the worſt epithets they 
Can invent, calling it Bind reaſon, corrupt 
reaſon, delufroe avs. © vitiated reaſom; and 
aſſure us it is beſt to renounce it; to make 
a ſacrifice of our 'unJerſtandings, and to 
ſhut: our eyes leſt we ſhould: miſs our way. 
And if this doctrine is to direct our faith to 
its proper object, and guide us in the true 
and only way to heaven I own Chriſtian- 
ity is a myſtery above my comprehenſion. 
To underitand the ſcriptures is the end of 
reading them; without this, they are of 
Ino more effect than the doctor's medicine, 
which ſtands in his patient's: window uno- 
pened, and is to perform the cure by ſym- 
putby. But this underſtanding is only to P 
gained by the w/e of our rational 

for that we ſhould underſtand goſpel — 
- without reaſon and {a9 e 95 is im 1 
* to conceive. 


„ Biat/* on * —— , it is ; plain add 
3 that the acgiect and diſregard of 
| :reaſon, has ever been the ſource of all cor- 
ruptions in religion; for as ſoon as a man is 
pre vailed upon to reſign his reaſon and un- 
derſtanding, he lays himſelf open to be 
impoſed upon by every deluſion that a ſub- 
til or ignorant: pri- boa may think ſit to 
infuſe. The Romiſb chriſtians could never 
have been ſo wretchedly depraved, if 8 


( 21 ) ; 
had not tamely reſigned their reaſon and 
underſtanding to the authority and infallibi- 
lity of their popes; and the proteſtant chriſ- 
tian would be a much more Lenders crea- 
ture, if. he would uſe his own under- 
ſtanding and reaſon, and not implicitly re- 
ceive his principles by the direction of the 
prieſt. But it has been owing to the pride, 
authority, and ambition of the Levitical 
tribe all along, that we have ſubmitted 
ourſelves to their determinations in matters 
of faith; for they have generally found 
means to intereſt themſelves in the ſtate, 
and by. that means to impoſe upon the peo- 
ple creeds and confeffions of their own mating, 
under penal ſanctions: but if men were al- 
lowed to ſee with their own eyes the de- 
ſigns of prieſcraſt to lead them aſtray 
would have little or no effect. This the 
Roman prieſthood are fully ſenſible of; and 
therfore they perſuade their people to re- 
nounce reaſon and underſtanding, in order 
to make room for faith: and tò | ſpeak the 
truth, we need not go ſo far as Rome for 
inſtances of this unchriſtian diſpoſition, for 
we find it both in the e//abh:/hedand diſſenting 
prieſthood at home. Thoſe dark and dif- 
putable parts of the creeds of the one, and 
of the confeſions of the other, ought, accor- 
ding to the fixth article of the eſtabliſhment, 
to be examined by and compared with 

C 3 {cripture ; 
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Ne gn are not to be received, much 


leſs i as articles of the chriſtian 
faith, _—_ cannot be proved by ſcripture, 
in the judgment of every man to whom 
they are propoſed as a rule of faith. WW 


Here we are upon firm ground of ua 
ing for ourſelves, if we may end either 
upon the expreſs words of an gabliſted ar- 
ticle, which ſays, whatfotver may not be pro- 
ved by. the ſeripture, is not to be required of 
any man; or upon the determination of an 
Apoſtle, "who f. ny Let man be fully 

perſuaded in his own mind. that Diſſen- 
ters, who claim a right to judge for them- 
ſelves, have an anſwer ri dy at hand, that 
is ſufficient, to filence all accuſers. The 
very, church from which they diſſent, aſ- 
ſerts, in one of her fundamental articles, 
that wvbatſeever is not read in the boly ſcrip- 
tures, nor may be proved thereby, is not ta 
be required of any man, as an article of the 
faith ; and the Apoſtle ww bis ha q to the 
truth .of this doctrine. late 


But though I have / chus far argued in 18 
vour of 18100 and whderſtanding, in order 
to convince men of their uſefulneſs in reli- 
gion, yet we muſt ſtill ſubmit to be in- 
En enlightened, and determined by 

the word, of FORM: and therefore, to the 


ſerious 


( 23 ) 

ſerious confideration of ſuch as allow the 
Old and New Teſtament to be evidence in 
the caſe, I defire to propoſe the following 
texts, in order to determine how, and in 
what ſenſe, according to ſcripture, the Fa- 
THER, the Son, and the Holy Gnosr 
are one? 


John v. 7. There are three that bear re. 
cord in heaven; the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 
This is a ſcripture mode of ſpeech, which 
may be met with in many places in the 
New Teſtament, where two or more are 
ſaid to be one; but not /o one; as to be one 
in ſubſtance or efſente. To prove this, I 
ſhall mention that text, Epheſians 11. 14, 
where Paul fignified to the Epheſian con- 
verts, that notwithſtanding they had not 
obſerved the Jewiſh circumciſion, yet they 
were now in CxR1ST upon the ſame foun- 
dation with the believing Jews; the words 
are, For be is our peace, and bath made both 
oNE, But, ſurely, no man will have the 
front to fay, that ſuch a number of Jewiſh 
and Gentile. converts had but one ſabſtance 
or effence amongſt tbem all: nothing could be 
more extravagant than ſuch an imagination. 
But Cuxisr hath made both one, by taking 
down the wall of partition, which had be- 
fore kept the Jews and Genules at ſuch a 

| es of diſtance 
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diſtance, and ſo hath made them one ſpiri- 
tual body or church, in unity of faith, wor- 
ſhip,” privileges, &c. as it is in the 15th 
verſe, making in himſelf, , lwain, one 
new man; and in the 16th verſe, recan- 
ciling both unto Gop in o body. 6 


1 Corinthians 111. 8. For wwhile one ſaith, 
Tam , Paul, and another, ' I am of Apollos, 
are ye not carnal? Verſe 5th, Who then is 
Paul, or "who is Apollos, but miniſters by 
whom ye believed? And verſe 6th, I have 
Planted the goſpel among you;  Apollos water- 
ed, „ he came (afterwards and further in- 
tt ſttucted you in it; $u7 GOD the in- 
creaſe, © Verſe 7th, So tben neither is be 
(Paul) that plantetb, any thing; nor be (Apol- 
los) * that watereth, but GOD that giveib the 
mereaſe, Verſe 8th, Now he (Paul) that 
| planteth, and he ( Apollos) that watereth, are 
one, But how one ? ſurely not one in ſub- 
ſance or eſſence, as if both Paul and Apollos 
had but ons ſubſtance or eſſence, in which 
both their perſons ſubſiſted; or as if both 

had but ont faul, and but ons body in 
which that one ſoul lived and acted, for 
that is impoſſible. - How then were Paul 
and Apollos one? Evidently, as they had 

the ſame commiſſion from the ſame Lord, 

as they agreed in the ſame work, preached 

the ſame goſpel, and promoted the ſame 


end; 


| ( 25 ) 

end; and in their labours among the Cor 
rinthians, they were both owe, in oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe who would have ſeparated 
them, and made them heads of different 
ſects, as if they had differed in their. doc- 
trine. John xvi1. 21. verſe 20. Neither 

pray I for theſe (my Apoſtles) alone, but K 
them alſo that ſhall believe on me through t 
word. Verſe 21. That they may all be — 
as thou, FATHER, art in me, and I in 
thee; that they alſo may be ONE in us. But, 
ſucely, aur SAviopR never prayed, ms \ 
who hold believe on him, thr 
Apoſtles word, ſhould be owns, in bene 

or eſſence; but he prayed. that they might 
i ONE, as they were all united to ban, 
and to one another, in the bonds of Faith, bo- 
lineſs, and love, even as the Fa Tuxx and 
the Sow are united in truth, laue, as mu- 
tual ee log, 


John x. 27. 30. In the 27th verſe it is 
ſaid, My ſheep hear my voice, &c. Verſe 28. 
And I give unto them eternal life, aud they 
Hall never periſh; neitber ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hands, or fruſtrate the deſign of 
their ſalvation. - Verſe gth, And were it 
Poſſible my power ſhould fail, ny Father bo 
gave them me is GREATER than ALL, and 
none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
band : IT and my Father are ons. What! 


ONE 


. (C 2606 5 
lauer or eſſence? ſo that the 


on in 
FATHER and the Sou, who are two diſtinct 


and different perſons, or intelligent agents, 
as much as Paul and Apollos, have, not- 
withſtanding, but or individual ſubſtauce 
or #ſſenice betwixt them, in which they both 
ſubliſt, live, and act! Thus do harming and 
knowledge, miſapplied by prejudice and pre- 
2 ben and- ed the hang 


x 1 5 Pacher ate m * * © my 
«Father concurreth and acteth with me in 
© the ſalvation of good men I came not 
: 228 But be ſent me. Jam not alone; 
uſe the Father is with me. The — 
hath mor let me alone; for I dh 
thoſe things that pleaſe him: -1.ds nothing of 
myſelf. John v111..28. our Saviour ſays, 
T, de nothing F myſelf, but as tbe Father 
bat dh m. 1 . 15 n 


In theſe, nod; many dihes texts, our ga- 
viour makes it undeniably plain, that he 
acted by cummiſion from the! FATHER, and 
that the Father's power would concur with 
him in executing all;the high and glorious 
defigns of - redeeming. love. And to con- 
firm this beyond all doubt, we have the 
words of CuRIsT himſelf, which expreſly 
afſert not only the difinction of the perſons 


| Z. 4M 
of the FATHER and So, but the fuperiont= 

ty of the FATNHER to the Son, in thoſe re- 
markable words, John v. 19, 30. In" the 
19th verſs he ſays; with a repeated and 
more than ordinary vehemency, left his 
— ſhould aſcribe the ey of his 
miracles and doctrine to o eieult, Which be- 
longed to the Father, Ferily, very, th Bo 


ants you, (ſpeaking unto yes; res 
of himſelf, * what he fo 


fan do nothing 
the Father do, &c. And in the 3oth AT 
T can of my own. ſelf h norbung. Here, a8 
in many other inſtances, our Lord Jrsvs 
Cunls rf aſeribes the ſupremacy to Gop the 
FATHER, and exprefly owns his 
on him. And though the than — 
aſſerts, that the Som is eu to the FA. 
<< THER, and that none of the fhrer 
te in the Trinity is greater or 'lefs than” ab- 
te ther” ; yet CHRIST, in plain contradic- 
tion to this'creed, affirms, that his FATHER 
is greater than he, John xrv. 28. And 
whether the creed, ot Jt#8Us'CuRtsy is the 
more creditable evidence, let every man jad e 
for himſelf. But this is not all, fod-the 
erghth article of the church e Baglipü ph | 
ly- affirms, that the Athanaſian creed 
* may be proved by moſt certain warrants 
ic of holy ſeripture”; and gives that for the 


reaſon why it ought to throughly re- 
* and believed ; throughly, that is, every 


part 


<> <——_— — 
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art of it; not as the Preſbyterian parſons 
_—_ and ſubſcribe it, who own Lbs he 
of it, and reject another, but, according to 
the article, the orthodoxy of every part of 
it muſt be believed. And if we believe 
this creed in what is above inſtanced, I 
own it-is beyond my capacity to reconcile it 
with the goſpel of J=sus Cur1sT : for by 
e r all the texts together, it appears 
clearly, that when tue or more perſons are 
ſaid to be oxx, the meaning is not, that 
they are oxx in ſub/tance or efſence, but in 
affection, agreement, work, and deſign, as 
may be further inſtanced in Geneſis 11. 6. 
The Lord ſaid, behold the people is one : but 
though ſome may ſuppoſe this text. is fo- 
reign to our purpoſe, and cannot be applied 
to the perſons in the Trinity, I muſt yet in- 
fiſt upon it, as a rule of interpretation, as 
is fully evident by our Saviour's own words, 
John xvif. 11. Holy Father, keep through 
2 name, 74 whom thou haſt given me, 
that they may be ONE as WE are., Verſe 21. 
That they ALL may be onR, as thou, Father, 
art in me, and J in thee, that they all may 
be ONE in us, &c. Verſe 22, And the glory 
which though gave me, I have given them, 
that they may be ONE, even as WE the Fa- 
THER and the SON are ONE. , This infallibly 
ſhews, if nt be infallible, who is the way, 
the truth, and the /zfe, that the F 1 

9 5 an 
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and the Sow are ons, in the ſame /enſo as 
CHRISTIANS are ONE with CHRIST, and 
with one another; not by identity or ſameneſs 
of $UBSTANCE or ESSENCE, but of AFFEC- 
TION, AGREEMENT, and DESIGN. And 
now let every Chriſtian ſeriouſly conſider, 
whether he can reje& this interpretation, 
without rejecting the doctrine and authority 
of CHRIST. 


* 


In all theſe quoted texts, the very ſame 
manner of expreſſion is uſed, as in the 1 John 
v. 7. For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; and theſe three are on. And 

thus theſe three are proved, by the fulleſt 
and the moſt undoubted evidence of ſerip- 
ture, to be one, though not in ſubſtance of 
eſſence, as if all the three were but owns or- 
VINE BEING, but ONE in agreement and de- 
An, viz. in bearing witneſs”, for that is 
the particular work the text ſpeaks of; 
to ch Mr. CALvix has fully aſſented 
in a comment upon this text, in which he 
ſays, that there are three diſtinct perſons 
« in the Trinity, is plain from ſcripture; 
ee but then how are they one”? To which he 
anſwers, ©* In CONSENT OF TESTIMONY”, 
as I have elſewhere-obſerved.* And it has 
E Wen ſome- 


— w= 1 


— 


* 


* See Free Thoughts on the Doctrines and Duties 
of Religion, &c. page 54. 
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Ae been matter of wonder io mt; 
that the diſeiples of Calvin ſhould _ 
themſelves obliged to vindicate his opinion 
in ſome doctrines,” not ſo well ſupported by 
both ſcripture and. reaſon as this is, and yet 
diſſent from his judgment here, where he 

44. book ane * reaſon AA on his 


1 obſerved 1 in 1 this * and 1 fin FRE 
that every property which we attribute of 
aſcribe. to the DIvine BEING, muſt be a 
property of perfection; and as we” aſcribe 
to the Fara the property to be unbeg or- 
tem to the Son- to be hexoften, and to We 
Hor Guosr to-proceed, every one of the 
three perſons poſ/efſes one property of per- 
 Fection Which che other two want; and, 
conſequently, - according to the ſeheme of 
the Trinitarians, no one of the three perſons, 
nor all together, can poſſibly be the one 
TRUE Cop, who is, and muſt neceſſarily 
be, a Being of abſolute Se factivs for it, 
according to their mb the three per ſont 
make the one TRUE Gop, then it 
will follow, that the eſſence of the ONE 


TRUE Gop is - compounded of perfertions 


and defects; ſeeing, according to them, 


that every perſon. in the. Trinity is deficrent 
in one property of perfection, aſcribed to 
tho other two + but this 1 is — with 


the 


(4) 
the nature of an ALL PERFECT Go. * 


it will further follow, 8 according to 
ſcheme of, doctrine, that the gfence. af = 
or TRVE, Gop muſt admit of oppoſite and 
contrgd1dtory principles and r. of 
perfection : for one perſon will be endaw- 
ed with the — of being unbegotten. 
and another perſon with the oppoſite -pro- 
pert of being begotten 2 perſon will 
oceed, an r two will gat proceed: 
10 c . will, at the fame time, be frac 
of che DIVINE ESSENCE, 1 it is Begyrten 
and unbegoften, that it proceeds and doth: not 
2 which is an expreſs contradiction, 
altogether inconſiſtent with the 4//-perfect 
nature of Gop, and evidentiy tending to 
promote atheiſm, and confirm infidels in 
eir foolith notion, that there: i aw 
« Go; as he muſt neceſſarily either be 
a 4 of ee, een. or 10 Being 
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Ann 


And thus, in rect oppoſition to the 
judgment of the Athanahai creed-makers, 
in the fourth article. of that creed, I hope 
I have made it fully evident, that we muſt 
either . confound the wes or diuide the 
Alllaucr. 99892 Wiesn Dt 
Way T7 ISVS 

degree of the dofrine, g A Tein: 
to, Mb ree e in ** ed un 


us, 


. 
us, that every perſon in the Godhead. is ani 
intelligent ſubſtance, ſubſiſting by itſelf, and 
really diſtinguiſhed from the —— two, by 
its own incommiuitalle and peculiar pro- 
| perty ; for otherwiſe, they would not be 
three perſons, but one perſon: - The pecu- 
liar. properties. of the three. perſons, have 
been obſeryed aboye; but thoſe properties 
do not at all 7 to e an, * three 
4 Perſons . 55 
187 + * | 8 — 
And as it is 75 the utrhoſt 8 for 
7 every fincere worſhipper to offer up ſupreme 
Worſhip, only; to the surREME Gop, and 
to be fully ſatisfied in his own, mind, who 
it is that is the proper object of this wor- 
ſhip; and as 1 have aſſerted before, that 
reaſon is very helpful 1 in the difcovery. of 
a firſt cauſe, which is fully  gonfirmied, by 
Revelation; I ſhall eanſider in ſome. other 
ſcripture. evidence, Whether aur 
Redeemer. has afſumed to himſelf the charac- 
ter of the 2 Gop; Whether his 0 
poſtles or the Evangeliſts looked upon and 
worthipped him 4 ſuch; whether they 
have not all along kept up a plain and evi- 
dent diſtinction between the i or ſame- 
neſs of the Fa ruRER and the Sow : and alſo 
whether our Saviour ever pretended to be 
—_—_— with Go the Tees ;-and, conſe- 
auently, 


* 33 ) 
dently, whether, according to the eighth 
— of the church of England, the A- 
thanaſian creed may be proved by: o. rey 
rain warrahts of ſeripture. 


bes, * in bat er e Parts 10 
the Som are one, I have, I think, ſufficient! 
demonſtrated: and that there is but one 4 
PREME Gos, to whom ſupreme wotſhip is to 
be directed, both the li Ne of nature, and 
the ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, fully and #bindantly teſtify: and 
therefore the next criquiry is, Whether our 
Lord Jrsvs CnR IST, our gloridus Redeem- 
er, our kind and gracious editor and In- 
terceſſor, is that gvyxtME Go, yea, or 
no? In  which"enquiry' ſhall adhete to my 
BIBLE ſolely, without any regard to «creeds, 
confeſſions, determindti dtm 6f fathers and 
primitive chriftam ctabiniher ions, or 
any fyſterns of faith Whatever: And 1 fall 
confine my illuſtrations folely, or at læaſt 
generally, to the declarations Which Go 
the Pather has made of ; to thoſe 
which Jesvs CuRIsTH has made of " Dimrfelf"; 
and laſtly, to the teſtimony of the Apoftles' 


d in 
. 
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, Geneſis 34 r. 1 am the 


ALMIGHTY 60D; walk before'me, und 
be thou perfect. Geneſis xxvIII. 3. And 
D GOD 


AMI) 
GOD ALMIGHTY bleſs thee, &c. Geneſis 
xxxv. 11. And GOD ſaid unto bim, I am 
GOD ALMIGHTY. Exodus vi. 3. And 
I appeared unto Abraham, unto Iſaac, and 
unto Jacob, by the name of GOD AL- 
(MIGHTY: Revelations '1v. 8. And the 
Jour beaſts had each. them. x wing s about 
bim; -=<- and they. reft not _ nigbt, 
ſaying, holy, holy, holy, Lord GOD AL- 
MIGHTY, &c. Revelations x1. 17. Ve 
give thee thanks, O Lord GOD ALMIGH- 
TY. . Now I would aſk whether ever Jz- 
zus Canter is, in the re, ſtiled AL- 
MIGHTY GOD? That is ſtiled GOD, 
is, I think, plain ; but — this high 
Tur dd is given him, yet he himſelf evi- 
diſclaims it in the ſenſe of sUPRE- 
=_ which it always bears when aſcri- 
bed to Gop the FaTuzr, to whom 
'CuR18T acknowledges his ſon/bip and ime- 
riority; as may be expreſly proved from his 
own mouth, in ſeveral of the New Teſ- 
tament: the Ath creed makers, how- 
ever, aſſert the co-equality of the Fa rex and 
the Som, in words as expreſs, as our Saviour 

has aſſerted the contr John x. 23. Fur 

ben tbe Jews entry þ 1 | 

— 4 man, made 2 60D; 
— — 1s it not written in your 
lau, 1 ſaid, Ye are GODS? and argues up- 
MF text thus; „6 
unts 


635 8 
tnto whom the word of GOD came, and the 
'prure cannot be broken ; ſay yr of him, 

—— . Gs — 
into aid, py 4 
faid, Tam om bn oy — 
if he had ſaid, Pray obſerve your on 
< Jaw: the jadget, among your anceſtors, 
were appointed, by God's. commiſſion, 
eto their offices, and were eſly called 
* GODS; Exodus *x11, 4 
r pevile the Gods, mor) curſe 
«0. thy-pepple : carp nog A 
4 Th nnd 
* thoſe judges, ho were called Gods; | yet 
_ © have not here aſſumed the title Gop, 
* but modeſtly only ſaid I am che San of 
Gon; and, therefore, if ye will be go- 

< verned by your own law, which, fſurely, 
_ « you will, who are ſo much in love with it 
4: as to think it cannot he broken, you have 
no reaſon to ſtone me: for if —— 
& were called Gods, becauſe commiſſioned 
_ « by Gon, why ſay ye of n whom the 
8 Faruzx hath both ſand and ſent, thou 
4.46 Blaſphemeſt, "becauſe I Jan the Son of 
4 Gop.": And even if I had adumed the 
« title God, this would no more have pro- 
« ved that I ed to be the 8UPREME 


„ Gop, than that the \Rulers were the eu- 
« pPREME Go, \becauſe it is Wuten in 


« your law, that thy are Gove", | 


— 


I would 


(36) 


1 would obſerve further, that our Cevjour 
himſelf diſclaims 6MNnTPoTENee; which is 
an attribute peculiar to Gor the FATHER, 
as the 'sUPREME' GoD:: John v. 30. 7 can, 
mine own ſelf, do nothing, &c. John'x1v. 
28. My Father is greater Jokes J. And, 
therefore, how the Fa TRHRER and the Sox 
are eguu in pouer and glory, according to 
the aſſembly of divines; or how they are 
c egqual, according to the makers of St. 
Athanafius's creed, compared with our S- 
bun wee ae — inconcriva- 
1 8 12 22 | ; 

ald . F 

12 hs allo an eat of 
Gov the Far xz; and, by the ſcripture 
account, ap} to be one of bis peculiar 
attributes, which has not, in any inſtance, 
been communicated to the Sox. Mark X11T, 
3a. Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no uo tbe Angels which are in heaven, nei- 
ther the Son, ur I FAT HER. Our 
reverend clergy have endeavoured to make 
this text mean, that our Saviour was igno- 
rant of the day ꝙ judgment; only as he was 
man e but as they allow that the divine and 


human natures were united in Cukis r, the 
reſult of their interpretation amounts only 
to this; * that the divine and human na- 
< ture conſtituted one perſon in our Saviour, 
A? « and 


(-37 ) 

« and that, that one perſon id, and did 
« not know the ſame thing at one and the 
< ſame inſtant ; which great*' diſcovery 
deſtroys the unity of perſonality" in our Sa- 
— and really tends to undermine one 
incipal foundation of the chriſtian religi- 

* in their ſenſe of it, which is, that Ix- 
sos CHRIST, the Sen of Go, is equal to 
Gop the Father, in this attribute of omni- 
ſcience. But that one undivided ſabſtance, 
or intelligent mind /hould and: ſhould not. 
know the ſame thing, at one and the ſame 
inſtant, is ſo palpable an abſurdity, that 
ſuch a fi interpretation of 'a goſpel 
text can add no credit either to chriftiani 
ty itſelf, or to the profound judgment of 
_ thoſe learned divines who are the aathors of 
it. The GRADATION in the laſt cited text 
is very. remarkable : for; in the firſt place, 
the Evangeliſt excludes Cuktsx as to his 
human nature, by ſaying that no man 
« knows that day”; and then he excludes 
the next degree of ſuperior intelligent beings, 
by adding, that the Angels, Which are in 
% heaven, were ignorant of it'; and then 
riſes ſtill higher, that the Son“ even in 
his capacity of being ſuperior to the Agel, 
* did not know it”: ſo that nothing is more 
evident than that all other perſons, even of 
the Trinity itſelf," are excluded,” as well as 
all other Beings whatſoever, Gop the F a= 
D 3 THER 


— the hibſtance 


„ 

THER only excepted, if we may believe our 
Saviour c own words; by which it is unde- 
niably plain, that as the Zowltdge of that 
oy was limifed to the Fa ruxx, whatever 
rey + was nat om F * our Saviour 
Hi f expr exp firms ignorant of that 
Ixsus HRIST, hard affirming 
Na to be inferior i in knowledge to the 
ATHER,. cannot'be ſo one with the Fa- 
THER; as to be of the fame ſubſtance or of- 
ence; and, conſequently, in contradiction 
5 1 of 7 Athanaſian — —— 

eit eee perſons, or 

In this text and ſome o- 
thiers of like import, our Saviour ſeems to 
give us à caution, leſt the GREAT Gop, his 
ATHER, ſhould be blaſphemed, in our 


ing upon the 55 thoſe honours 
which the F ATHER, dich 1 Lintireh to 
binfalf. - "i ys 
du AT 2s, of « 5 15 * 8 


That Gop, the Tenn i Ages 
fror the Sox, as a perſon ſuperior, our Sa- 
viour h kimfelf has 2 — of all reaſonable 
doubt: and that t. Apoſtles have concur- 
red in the ſame teſtimony,” may be fully ma- 
nifeſted by their writings, which aſſert on 


02 SUPREME Brix, or Gop; to whom 
our worſhip is to be ultimately directed. 
1 Corinthians viii. 6. But to us there ig 


hut one GOD, ru FATHER, of whom 


arg 


Cm) 3 
are all things, and we in bim; and one. 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, by whom are all 
things, and we by bim. When our Saviour 
put this queſtion, Matthew xv1.. 15, 16. 
But whom ſay ye that I am? Simon. Peter 
anſwered and faid, thou art Chriſt the Son of 
the living GOD. And as John teſtified 
that he was not the Cuxisr, ſo CurisT 
and his Apoſtles all along teſtified that 
CurisT was not the SUPREME Gop, but. 
that he was /ent by the Farurz: and 2 
ic appeal is made to the opinion of the 
, Whether he that ſendetb, or he that 
is ſent is greater ; though St. Athanafius's 
creed affirms, that no one of the three 
perſons is greater or le than another. 


The apoſtle Paul, in the beginning 
of his epiſtles, . diſtinguiſhes - GO p the 
Father from our Lord Jesus CAHRIS r, 
by giving the title of Gop to the FATurxx, 
and that of Lok D to CnRIST, except in a 
few inſtances; and in thoſe the circumſlan- 
ces in the deſcription diſtinguiſh the perſons, 
if poſſible, more effectually than the terms 
themſelves, Hebrews 1. 8. But unto the Son 


he ſaith; thy tbrone, O God, is for ever and 
ever-;. @ ſcepter of rightemuſneſs is the ſcepter 
of thy Ringe«om ; therefore GOD, even ru 
GOD hath anointed thee with the oil f glad- 
meſs above thy z Heb. 1. 2. By * 

| D 4 | 


143 
be made the worlds, &. 1 Corinthians x1. 3. 
But I aud have you knew, (that the head of 
every man is CHRIST; and the head of the 
woman is. the man; and the head of Chriſt 
1660 D. Corinthians; xy 2 28. For 
AE Bath put, all things, under bit. feet, + Bui 
when be faith all things are pus under bim, 
it is manifeſt that ux is excepted, which did 
put all things under him: and when all things 
2 
1 unden him, t bat GOD may be ALL IN: ALL. 
Now, is there any;;thing more plain and 
clear, than that the unnREA Being made 
that ue perſan heir of all things, by uubum 
he made the worlds ? Hebrews 1 2. I it 
not alſo the ſame / perſon, that fits. down. at 
te right hand of. GQD, het ques made 
amore excellent than be Angels? An: is it 
not ill the ſame perſop, whom he calls by 
the eminent appellation of Gop, and whoſc 
Gon hath anointed bim with the oil of glad- 
when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was made heir 
:of all things, did he not gecei ue ſome; digni- 
45, ſome power, or ſome advantage at leaſt, 
which be had not before?. But it is impoſſible 
that the, vPREME Gon ſhould: receive any 
Adignity, pouer,, or advantage, which he bad 
a lere; for be is the En 
+ 4 Nich einn * ian 27 * 


(4) 

Being from eternity to ae. 

| Ju nn, fs not the SUPREME God," 
vy) 1608-2 4 48 t 'D, ; 
But it is Kill afferted;: that Caries | 
the s REM Gop; and the ſcripture ſays, 
that CuR 1s is the Fel- born of evety erea- 
ture: therefore, according to this ſcheme 
of doctrine, the su REMA Gon is the firſt 
Born of every creature.” Now, the Apoſtle 
ſays expreſly, that there is but one Bob, 
and by -diffinguiſhing between the FaTrneR 
and the Sox, plainly informs us bo that 
one G05 is: 1 Corinthians vrt T. 6. Bur to 
ur bert is but one 60D, the Father, 
ho ws are all things,” and we in him ; and 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by vom are all 
1 bim. And when our Sa- 
viour put that queſtion to his diſciples, 
Matthew xy1; 16. whom do ' Joy that 


am Simon Peter anſwered and ſad, the 


No Chriſt che Son Nen S 

| 10 9 Anus, ©» ned Go 
Ads X. 38. How 60D e 50 
Nazareth with 'the Holy. Ghoſt, and taub 
Power ;''who went about "doing good, amd 
bealing all that were oppre the Devil; 
for GOD 1045 463th bim. Here is 2 plain 
had, was delegated to him from Goy' the 
Father; for otherwiſe the Apoſtle ought. 
19 | have expreſſed himſelf thus, Jpsus 

| CHRIST 


e | 
« CurrsT is the — Gor, has all 
© power originally in bimfelf, and does nat 
* — it — other Being whatſoever.” 
But this would give the lie to what our Sa- 
viqur ſays of bim, that of bimſeff he 
ce could do nothing ; and to other defcrip- 


tions that are given of him in the New 'Tef- 
tament. n een een nee 


2 Peter I. 16, y. Por we have not fol- 
hwed cunningly — 5 when we mads 
kndwon unto wer and coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his were eye-witn 
bis majeſty. For he received from GOD the 
FATHER honour and glory, &c. No, it 
is plain, that à Being of infinite perfection 
cannot receive any additional honour and 
glory ; nor can omnrpotence receive any addi- 
tional power; therefore )EsUs CHRIST can- 
not be the sopR EMR GOD. We only aſcribe 
honour and glory to Gop, as he is a Being al- 
ready poſſeſſed of honour and glory; he re- 
ceives neither honour nor glory from uc, 
for he had both in an infinite degree before. 


To us, Cbriſtians, the Apoſtle exprefly 
fays, there is but ons GOD, even the Fa- 
ther; and, conſequently, except Ixsus 
'Cur1sT can be proved to be the FAruE R, 
he cannot be proved to be the on $5UPREME 
Go D. The ſame Apoſtle. alſo. * us, 


( 43) 
there is ons Loxd, viz. Jesus CHRIST. 
With what face then can the advocates of 
the Athanafian creed tell us, that the E- 
TERNAL Gop“, Chriſt, was begotten? or, 
that the f. born of every creature was 
not created? or, if our Saviour is the sv- 
PREME Gop as affirm, that the sw 
PREME Gop died to make ſatisfaction to the 
SUPREME Gop ? that is, that the SUPREME 
Goh endo pres ſatisfaction to * 


1 Is i ende fuppolable, that if the Apoſtes, 
Evangeliſts, and other diſciples of our Lord 
had known him to be the su RR Gop, 
that they would not have wofſbiped and a- 
fdored him as ſucb, with that ſupreme reve- 
rence and devotion which 2. knew Yes 
juſtly his due? eee we, 


And would * not 0 deer 1 Apoſtles 
duty to tel} the people, whom they were 
employed to convert to the chriſtian faith, 
« that the sVvyPREME Gop was come down 
*« from heaven to be born of 'a VIRGIN, and 
t that Jxsvs CHRIST was this SUPREME 
* Go 5 


1 


But Boe abſ urd and incredible would 15 
le; who were to be converted to a new 
dodrine, have thought ſuch a ſtory as this?! 
that while John was baptizing the su- 
PREME 


(44 ) 

% pREME -Gop, the SUPREME. Gor came 
% down from | heaven, in the form of a 
dove, and ſancłißed the svyREME Gop” ! 
This would not have been the moſt hope- 
ful-ſcheme of doctrine for the converſion of 
heathens and infidels to the chriſtian faith, 
Nay the continuance of ' ſuch” doctrines in 
— church, muſt convince the enemies of 
Revelation that Chriſtians cannot poſſibly be 
Jmeere ;\ fince they pretend to believe what is 
er incredible; and embrace, as myſ- 
 termus articles of faith, ſuch abſurd and 

contradictory propofitions as theſe; © that 
the Son is co-eternal with the Father, 
« and vet that he was begotten by the Fa- 
% ther that he is equal with the Father, 
and yet ſubordinate to the Father; that 
«\ he is of one ſulſtance with the Father, 
« and yet a diſtinct perſon from the Father“; 
% and that we are neither to pes: Fer the 
«© perſons, nor divide the fulſtance? and this 
ſyſtem of abſurdities an Fee 
we muſt either believe Ny, ar pe- 
* riſh everlaſtinghy”, . | 


Jesus Curr POET as! Joftine 
which he preached, by many in-onteſtible 
miracles ; and he has been very careful to 
- acquaint" us by what , power he wrought 
thoſe miracles. - Feſus, a man approved by 
miracles which GOD did by him, Acts 11. 
22. 


AS. a 
22. And again; The words that I ſpeak un- 
to you; T ſpeak not of myſelf; but the Fa- 
ther that tells in me, us; doth the works. 
John:xvI1. 3. That they might. knom thee, 
the LY TRUE | GOD; and [Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. renn 3 vant 
The. texts. which, N have, quatyk/.epgd 
many more to the ſame purpoſe, that might 
be produced, are ſo full and concluſive, 
that we muſt either reject the te/timeny. of 
the GospEL, or diſbelieve the creed. That 
the kind and compaſſionate condeſcenſion 
of JIrsus Cux is juſtly demands from, us 
the moſt grateful returns 7 love, teſtified. by 
a ſincere obedience to W requirements of 
his goſpel, 1 am as ay to own as any 
man: but ſtill a Proper — inct᷑ ian ought to 
be kept up in our minds, between the F- 
THER, who formed the ſcheme of our Re- 
demption, and the Son who, 70 do the will 
of his Fatber, undertook the execution, of it: 
for if we pay that wor/bip, honour, and glo- 
to the Sox, which the FaTatr has re- 
jw erved to himſelf, and which f right belongs 
to him as the Su REML Gop; we ſo far de- 
= from that rule of duty which our Sa- 
vigur has preſcxibed us, and may be, in 
this caſe, as jm. of blaſphemy and idolatry, * 
u the moſt bigotted papiſi and And 
yet 
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| 

| 
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found who think they can never 
enoug 
is, that they fall ſhort of givin 


1 
| 
| 


is ſuch an expreſ: 
tenour of the New Teſtament, that if we 
delieve it, we muſt diſbelieve che 
bis, the W my _ eren en 
_— 1 


([ 46 ) | 
yet how many ſerious chriſtians may be 
ibe 
b to the Redeemer | Their fear 


him that 
glory which is his due; even till | 
to him ſuch pro perties of perfection as ſub- 


honour 


ſiſt only in the suyREME Gon, even Gop 


'THE ry and offer up to him ſuch 


acts of devotion, as Gop Thr FATHER has 
reſerved entirely to bimſelf. Iſaiah declares, 
in the name of Go, 1 am the firſt and the 
laſt ; and befides me there is no-GOD.------ 
1s there any GOD beſides me ? Na, there is 


no'GOD; I Anon ndr any. And St. Paul, 
1 Timothy 11. 5. makes an expreſs diſtincti- 
on between Gop the FA THER and our Lord 


Irsus CRRISTH in thoſe remarkable words; 


For there is one GOD; and one Mediator 
bereuen GOD and men, the: man CHRIST 
JESUS. ' Now the office of | a. Mediator is 


to be an inſtrument of reconciling parties at 


difference: but if our Saviour is the su- 


'PREME Gop, then the ſupreme God is the 


Mediator between himfelf and men, which 
$ contradittion to the whole 


5 2 1 ? 0 
% . 0 
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The i of the eſtabliſhment, who 
look upon every thing as facred which the 
CuuRCH enjoins, are not ſo much to be 
wondered at for their adherence to the ar- 
ticles of the Athanaſian creed, as the old 
Whigs, who adopt the main purport of it, 
which is to prove the co-equa/ity of Gop the 
FATHER, and our LokD Jasus CuRITSH; and 
who, wheneyer they are cloſely perſued i in 
this argument, very gravely tell us, that the 
doctrine is a myſtery, and ought not to be 
too narrowly pryed into. But, in 


tion to this notion, I have always thought, 


that what was revealed in ſcripture 
vealed for a ſubject of cont and 
that it is the very eſſence of and it 
—4 hong the policy of the Romith 
church to 1 the people, that no man 
ſhort of a prieft, n 


Was tre- 


But, farely,: the PROTESTANT CAUSE 


| ſtands in no need of ignorance to conceal its 


deluſions; -8$ACRED TRUTH more con- 
ſpicuouſly the more it is examined and engui- 
red into And if I have made the ſame diſ- 
tinctiam between the. FATuER and the Sow, 


which the Sci rukk makes, it is no lon- 


ger ſuch a. myſtery, as the great doctors of 


(8) 
the church have repreſented it; who have 


all along made myſteries in religion, by ob- 
truding therr own ſchemes of doctrine, with 
reſpect to this as well as other points, till 
they have perplexed both themſehves, and all 
who: were ſo weak or fooliſh as to — 
tbem : and at laſt, to compleat the full 
umph of their profound owledge, 
have left us in a labyrinth of ſcholaſtic j argon, 
and inexplicable nonſenſe ; and by pretendin 's 
to open our eyes, and unfold a myſtery, in 
which there is nothing myſterious but of 
their own making, they have involved them- 


ſelves and their unhappy followers in EG V- 
TIAN DARKNESs, even with reſpect to ſuch 


doctrines as the ſcripture had made intelli- 


| Bible» to the loweſt capacities, if they had 


been left in the plain terms in which they 
are delivered in the NEw TESTAMENT = 
the inſtruction of every fincere diſciple of 

Jzsus CHRIST. Indeed, upon a review of 
ſome of the works of thoſe great men in 
the church, who have taken immenſe pains 
to perplex the doctrine of the Trinity, one 
can ſcarce avoid imagining, that they loved 

darkneſs rather than light; nay, and, per- 

haps, for the ſame reaſon as the ron * 
gn, why men * ſo. a 


I ſhall conclude all I 7 ie ad with aber : 


ving, that it is abſolutly neceſſary for every 
man 


my o 
4 
” 


9 
ws * | 
man, oh gat all, to k GB, 


ſeriouſly to ſatrsfy" hinjelf 1 in the PROPER 
OBJECT. of his We 


-» 


Upon the whole, I 2 no leſs than 
to be ſtigmatized with the invidious names 
of Arian, Heretic, and Blaſphemer : but as 
I have written this, and other tracts, with 
no other view but to promote the gbry of 
Gop, and to vindicate his an e, which 

| I thought were eclipſed, nay even deſiroy- 
ed by ſome doctrines of a long landing in 
the - I was, therefore, willing to 
ſearch the ſeriptures for my own ſatisfaction: 
and if I have drawn any concluſion that is 
inconſiſtent with that fandard bf truth and 
orthodoxy, I ſhall be highly obliged to a 
any one, who, by ſcripture evidence, will i 
ſhew me my error in a candid and friend- | 
ly manner, Till then. 


As I am not ſatisfied, that 5 part of 
the ATHANASIAN CREED is ſufficiently 


warranted by ſcripture, as the eighth article 
{ of the eſtabliſhment declares it is; I muſt 
f ſhelter myſelf under the kind indulgence 
of the faxth article, in which, according 
to her native tenderneſs, the cnhuxcn has 


alſo ed. that whatſoever is not 
| % read 
E 


* 
—— 
* a 
* 


* 50 1 | 4 
* N in the Hor SCRIPTURE, nor 
© may: be proved thereby, is not to be re- 


« Lice of ANY MAN, that it ſhould be 
lieved as an article of the FAITH”, 
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Either have come under the Obſervation, or to the 
Knowledge of the AUTHOR, 


ANTHONY FOTHERGILL, 
A Hubdendman in the County of Weltmardunds 


this Book the AuTnors of the Lonpow 
Review give the following Character: 


« W E have read this piece with peculiar 


pleaſure, The author ap to be 
* an honeſt and candid enquirer after Truth; 


| 
e he ſhews a laudable zeal for promoting the | | 
« intereſts of liberty, virtue, and on eh and | | 
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ly, however dignified or diſguiſed. He ex» . 


« ſon in religion; infant baptiſm ; juſtification g . = 4 


„ of which, though he does not enter into a 
large or accurate diſcuſſion, yet what he ſays 


& p * 
* 


= 
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indighaffon againſt vice and fal? 

40 FR himſelf, though not with the accuracy 

4c or elegance of a man of letters, yet in a clear, 

* and often in a ſpirited, manner; his ſenti- 

« ments are generally juſt, and his obſervations 

« natural and pertinent. Subjects bf a religi- 

« ous nature he ſeems to have thought much 

% upon; and to have underſtood, and proper- 

« ly digeſted what he has read. No traces of 

« a blind and implicit attachment to party- 

a principles, or the peculiar notions of any 

«, fect, appear in his Work; but, on the con- 

«© trary, many marks of the impartiality and 

% candour of this honeſt PLOWMAN. In a 

« word, there runs a plainneſs and ſimplicity 

« of manner through the whole performance, 

« that cannot but be agreeableito every in- 

« genuous reader; and we meet with ſo many 

% obvious marks of the author's good under- 

« ſtanding, and good heart, as will abundant- 

& ly compenſate for any want of elegance, pre- 

* ciſion or coherence, that may be found in 

* his book”, Fol 7 N. i. $520 
3 gives us his thoughts on a great va- 

1 riety of ſubjects; _— on the love of Gop, 

and the love of our neighbour; on faith, re- 

« pentance, prayer; the origin of evil; divine ; 

« rectitude ; moral obligation; the uſe of re yo 9 


< lineal deſcent 3 the church of England'"cleys *. © 
«'gyz and ſeveral other important ſubjects 


> ww ” 
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upon them is generally to the purpoſe”, 
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